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Pulling down the Shirleys’ driveway, you are met with a 
stunning white house. You immediately notice the painted 
brick, soft arches and black windows. You are drawn in by 
the traditional feel of the house with its simple columns and 

a hint of farmhouse from its welcoming front porch. It looks so fresh 
and current; one might assume they are getting ready to step into a 
new build. That newness greets you when you step inside as well. 
There are light Scandinavian tones in the wood flooring, pristine 
white walls and trim, and fun, contemporary light fixtures with pops 
of gold. However, homeowner Lacey Shirley confirmed the house 
is not new at all. Matter of fact, the house was originally built in 
2008, and the Shirleys bought it eight years ago, but because of its 
perfect Redwater location and good bones, they chose to renovate 
this beautiful house instead of buying or building something new. 

Both Matt and Lacey grew up in Redwater, so they have lots 
of friends and even family members living on their street. “We love 
it here. We’ve got about three and a half acres. It’s just a fun place 

for kids to grow up,” explained Lacey. “We have a pool, hey go out 
in the woods and fish in the creek, and they have a rope swing. And 
then we live in this neighborhood, and there are lots of kids on the 
street.” Their location has made it possible to create a backyard farm 
of sorts with chickens, dogs, a turkey and even a pig. The home’s 
laundry room has been known to act as the perfect place for Lacey 
to incubate some eggs, as the family patiently waits for chicks to 
hatch. It really feels like a perfectly enchanting place to raise kids. 

The Shirleys’ house is very open. As you cross the threshold, 
there is a formal dining room to your left and the living room straight 
ahead with sightlines to the kitchen. The dining room has a modern 
feel with its white table and angular white and gold chairs that are 
anchored in the space by a bold geometric black and white rug. 
The living room is opened up with a vaulted ceiling accented by 
an arched dormer window, allowing the entire room to be washed 
with sunlight. Throughout the main area of the house, the color 
scheme is simple: black, white and gold. Lacey has added interest 
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by varying patterns and scale plus a few subtle pops of color in 
accessories and pillows. 

The original space was much more closed off than it is now. 
Instead of the living room having a direct view of the kitchen, there 
was originally a wall that separated the two. The wall had a pass-
through opening, but this only dated the space and made it feel much 
smaller than the current floor plan. Lacey made all the finish selections 
and contracted out the renovation on her own. “We flipped a couple 
of houses, and I just have fun with that kind of stuff. I get pleasure 

out of me doing it, knowing that I picked everything out,” Lacey said. 
Along the left side of the kitchen, she chose to omit a standard lower 
and upper cabinet setup, instead using floor-to-ceiling cabinets to 
meet her need for a pantry. To compensate for any resulting loss 
of countertop, she created an oversized island that allows for ample 
workspace. To break up the monotony of the white cabinets along the 
walls, Lacey accented the large island in black, with a stunning quartz 
countertop featuring waterfall edges. The black is then repeated in 
her breakfast table and the window treatments in the common areas.
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Heading into the kids’ space, Lacey 
continued her crisp black, white, and gold 
color scheme, but tweaked the patterns 
and accent colors to add a fun, youthful 
feel. In her daughter’s room, white panel 
curtains with black pom-pom trim running 
down the sides and a fun spotted wallpaper 
add a feminine touch. The curved lines of 
the rattan nightstands on either side of the 
bed add a 1970s feel that seems current 
among the other features of the room. Tall 
ceilings make the room feel spacious. The 
neon sign and accents of turquoise and 
green seem like every tween girl’s dream. 
Just down the hall, their son’s room has the 
same black and white color scheme detailed 
with masculine touches like a camel-colored 
leather headboard, a deer shoulder mount 
above the bed and wooden nightstands 
with hairpin legs set against a black shiplap 
feature wall. 

On the other side of the house in the 
master bedroom, the Shirleys’ oversized 
black bed and painted black dresser set 
against white walls add continuity to the 
house. The tall ceilings make the room feel 
open and spacious; plenty of windows 
allow for natural light. In the master bath, 
the cabinets have been painted black 
and further updated with gold hardware, 
faucets, and mirrors. Above a large soaking 
tub, hangs a gold sputnik light fixture that 
also modernizes the space.

But the love the Shirleys have for their 
home is as much about the outside as the 
inside. In the backyard, they have a pool, 
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a chicken coop and a shop complete with 
a man cave. Lacey attributes her love for 
animals, and thus the backyard menagerie, 
to her aunt. “My aunt had gardens and 
chickens and goats, and that’s where I used 
to stay. My mom worked, so I went to my 
aunt’s after school. I was over there all the 
time,” Lacey said. “She did all of this stuff, 
and I think that’s where I got my love for 
all of my little animals.” 

In addition to the family’s love for 
animals, they love to entertain, especially 
their kids’ friends. This past fall they hosted 
a Halloween party, complete with karaoke 
and a dance-off, in the man cave. The man 
cave is an especially cool space where Matt 
can hang out with the guys and display a 
variety of fun stuff the couple has collected 
over the years. There is a genuine jukebox 
and slot machine and a car front end that 
has been converted to house speakers. 
These items, along with game mounts 
on the walls, and Matt’s beloved Bronco, 
make the space truly masculine. There is 
also a lot of Texas memorabilia since their 
family business, Lone Star Heating and 
Air, was headquartered from their home 
until recently.

The Shirleys love to spend time 
together and they value the people in 
their life. They have created a space where 
their kids can run, where a business could 
grow and where animals roam. Lacey 
sums it up best. “I just get so connected, 
so sentimental; I think about one day that 
my grandkids might play outside where my 
kids played,” she said. “This is home, and I 
can’t imagine ever leaving.” 
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